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For immediate release:  

Meet the new faces of opera  

Top row (left to right): Charlotte Beament, Rowan Pierce, Ciara Hendrick, Helen Charlston 
Bottom row (left to right): James Way, Nick Pritchard, James Newby, Dingle Yandell  
 

 

The Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment has named opera’s new generation – eight Rising Stars of 

the Enlightenment chosen from almost 250 hopefuls. As part of the new scheme from the OAE, they 

will sing solo roles on stage at the Royal Festival Hall and BBC Proms, and work with a stunning 

roster of musicians from pianist Sir Andras Schiff to conductor William Christie. 

 

The carefully chosen group will focus on the Baroque and early Classical repertoire for which the OAE 

is renowned, including challenging Bach cantatas and endurance-testing Handel oratorios. 

 

Crispin Woodhead, OAE Chief Executive, says:  

‘These headline solo roles in OAE opera and vocal projects are the parts normally given to the 

world’s leading names – they are valuable centre-stage performance opportunities that will be a 

big break for these eight wonderful voices.’ 

 

The OAE is the only orchestra to have a pub residency as part of its ‘rules free’ series The Night Shift, 

a status which it values as highly as its prestigious Southbank Centre residency, and the Rising Stars 

will sing Purcell arias to pub punters alongside performing at top concert halls. 

 

 

http://www.oae.co.uk/


Self-governing, the period instrument OAE is unusual in not being led by a single conductor, making 

the scheme extraordinary in offering the chance to work with many different conductors and leading 

artists.  

 

Nick Pritchard, tenor and Rising Star says:  

‘It was the OAE itself that attracted me to the scheme. The fact that they’re player-led means 

they work with a consistently spectacular line-up of conductors and directors in some top 

international venues – that presents an amazing professional opportunity. It makes the Rising 

Stars of the Enlightenment a completely unique programme in the UK.’ 

 

Helen Charlston, mezzo-soprano and Rising Star says:  

‘The OAE are a group of incredible musicians, with a real commitment to exploring the music. I 

knew a little of the way they work through singing with them as a student and member of the 

Choir of Trinity College, Cambridge. When the Rising Stars of the Enlightenment was announced 

I was excited to experience more of that way of working.’  

 

Inclusion on the ones-to-watch list follows two days of intensive auditions in February, in front of a 

five-strong panel of industry experts including OAE players and Rising Stars patron, tenor Mark 

Padmore.   

 

David Clegg, panel member and Choir Manager of the Choir of the Age of Enlightenment, says: 

‘Some of the OAE audience may recognise some familiar faces from the Orchestra’s in-house 

choir, the Choir of the Age of Enlightenment. It is a particular joy for me to see that progression, 

and to know that the OAE is nurturing such excellent talent.’  

 

The Rising Stars of the Enlightenment are Charlotte Beament and Rowan Pierce (sopranos), Ciara 

Hendrick and Helen Charlston (mezzo-sopranos), James Way and Nick Pritchard (tenors), James 

Newby (baritone) and Dingle Yandell (bass-baritone).     

 

Notes to Editors 
 
Charlotte Beament (soprano) studied at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. She is a 
Garsington Alvarez Young Artist and a regular soloist at Glyndebourne. She recently made her ENO 
debut covering and singing for the dress rehearsal the role of Mabel in Pirates of Penzance. 
 
Rowan Pierce (soprano) has appeared as a soloist with the AAM, Gabrieli Consort, CBSO, London 
Handel Players and Florilegium, and has worked with leading interpreters including Richard Egarr, 
Paul McCreesh and Laurence Cummings. She was a Britten Pears Young Artist, and studied at the 
Royal College of Music where she was awarded the President’s Award in 2017.  
 
After graduating from the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, Ciara Hendrick (mezzo-soprano) 
joined the opera studio of L’Opéra National du Rhin (Les Jenues Voix du Rhin) and was a member of 
the ENO Opera Works programme. She has since been a member of the Glyndebourne Chorus and 
part of the Jerwood Young Artist Programme as well as regular solo opera and oratorio engagements.  
 
Helen Charlston was head chorister of the St Albans Abbey Girls Choir before going on to study 
music at Trinity College, Cambridge, under a choral scholarship. Now in demand as a soloist, Helen 
appears regularly with orchestras and choirs worldwide. She is also an experienced consort singer 
and founded Amici Voices in 2012.  
 
James Way (tenor) was winner of 2nd Prize in the 62nd Kathleen Ferrier Awards, was awarded the 
2016 Simon Sandbach Award from Garsington Opera, and is a former Britten Pears Young Artist. He 
is currently studying at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. He made his Proms debut at 2016’s 
Last Night as soloist in Vaughan Williams’s Serenade to Music.  
 



 

Nick Pritchard (tenor) was a choral scholar at New College, Oxford before studying at the Royal 
College of Music International Opera School. His recent roles include singing for Opera Holland Park, 
British Youth Opera, Opera North and the Royal Opera. He was awarded the London Bach Society 
Singer’s Prize in 2013. 
 
James Newby (baritone) is the winner of the 2016 Kathleen Ferrier Award. After initial studies at 
Trinity Laban, he joined Glyndebourne Festival Chorus, where he is a Jerwood Young Artist, and 
continues his studies at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. He made is BBC Proms debut in 
2016 and has appeared in many operatic and solo roles.  
 
Dingle Yandell (bass) studied at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama. He has sung with the 
Gabrieli Consort, Bach Collegium Japan, L'Arpeggiata, Les Inventions and Patrick Ayrton as well as in 
numerous operatic roles. He is an Alvarez Young Artist at Garsington Opera and sung for Voces8 as 
a founder member for 10 years.  
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For more information, contact:  
Charles Lewis, Press Officer charles.lewis@oae.co.uk / 020 7239 9374   
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